
Charlotte Berlin (1841–1916) 
donated her home to a mu-
seum that reflects an intact 
bourgeois home from the 19th 
century and also its original 
owner.

Kemnerska Manor, a half- 
timbered house whose oldest 
parts are from the beginning 
of the 16th century. It is called 
the Charles XII House, because 
it was believed that the king 
lived here during his visits to 
the city, which turned out not 
to be true, but the commem-
orative plaque was allowed to 
remain.

Ystad Theatre in its original 
condition from 1894, with 
room for 500 people and with 
a unique stage design and 
one of Sweden's two pre-
served original side scenes. 

Birgitta House with stairwells 
and adornment was erected 
around 1500. Adapted to the 
older stretch of the street by 
Vassaån. This was where the 
king actually lived when he 
visited Ystad around 1700. 

The Brahe House with adorn-
ments and original paintings 
from about 1500 was part of 
an aristocrat’s farm belonging 
to the Brahe family. The design 
of the gable is very similar to 
the gable of Klosterkyrkan 
church, which can be seen 
from Sladdergatan.

The Ängla House was built in 
the mid-16th century and is 
one of Ystad's most richly 
ornamented half-timbered 
houses. The name comes 
from the angel-like wooden 
figures under the eaves.
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A STROLL THROUGH

          Ystad          has a long and exciting history.                   
There are many beautiful buildings here, ranging from the 

13th century until today. With this map as a guide,  
you can discover the city on your own.

Ystad
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The Franciscan Abbey was 
founded by Franciscan broth-
ers in 1267. In connection to 
the Reformation, the monks 
were expelled in 1537 and 
today the Monastery Church 
and Ystad's Cultural History 
Museum are located here. 
The Mayor's House from 1500 
was moved here from the 
pedestrian street. 

Jens Jacobsen's house, a 
pitched half-timbered house 
from a trading post built in 
1640. It was moved from the 
pedestrian street to its cur-
rent location in 1968.

Apothecary Manor from the 
17th century is part of a larger 
Apothecary Manor facing onto 
Stortorget square and is richly 
decorated. It is also referred to 
as the Potter's House. 

The Tanner’s Yard from the 
18th century was built along 
the Vassaån river, which at 
that time flowed along the 
current Bäckahästgränd. The 
tanner's wet hides were hung 
out from the corbelling for 
preparation.
Stortorget square has been 
the focal point of the town 
and the marketplace at St. 
Mary’s Church [Mariakyrkan] 
and the Old Town Hall since 
the Middle Ages. Bäckahästen 
fountain is from 1928. 

The oldest parts of the Old 
Town Hall are from the 15th 
century. Large parts of it were 
destroyed in 1569. The garret 
was used as a theatre 1600 to 
1842. In 1840, the house was 
given its current appearance 
and the City Council holds its 
meetings in the Knutssalen.

The Pilgränd House is the 
Nordic region's oldest half-tim-
bered house and was built in 
1480. It was part of a larger 
merchant’s manor, a fine ex-
ample of the lavish half-tim-
bered townhouse of the time, 
with corbelling, adornments, 
galleries and knaves.

Per Helsa's courtyard is con-
sidered to be the most exten-
sive and best-preserved half- 
timbered building in Sweden. 
It was a trading post and en-
tire neighbourhood with ele-
ments from the 17th-19th centu-
ries. It has an irregular shape 
that follows the old town wall.
The New Town Hall was built 
in 1814 for the head of the 
board of trade, C.M. Lundgren. 
Between 1871–1914, the building 
functioned as Ystad's secondary 
grammar school and today 
the municipality's political 
leadership is based here.

Fritidsparken was established 
as a public park in a contem-
porary style in connection with 
the internationally acclaimed 
exhibition “Fritiden 1936” [Leisure 
1936]. The sports hall, “Bollen”, 
with a vaulted roof was built 
at the same time. Fritidsbadet 
“public swimming pool”, now 
a hotel, was built in 1961.

Ystad Art Museum, built in a 
functionalism style, was inau-
gurated in 1936 in connection 
with the exhibition “Fritiden 
1936” and hosts both perma-
nent and temporary exhibitions. 
The same building is home to 
the Ystad Visitor Center.
St. Mary's Church was built 
around 1200 and is the town's 
oldest preserved building. The 
tower collapsed in 1648 and 
the current church tower was 
built in 1689. The church has a 
richly decorated interior. 
The Tower Guard watches over 
the city and every night he 
blows his copper horn from 
the tower of St. Mary's Church 
to proclaim that everything is 
calm, a tradition since the 18th 
century.

The Catholic Church was in-
augurated in 1989 in the re-
furbished farm and trading 
manor from 1801. 

The Latin School is one of 
Ystad's medieval brick build-
ings with stairwells and is one 
of the oldest school buildings 
in Sweden. The lavish design 
and location of the church is 
evidence of the status of the 
building in medieval Ystad.

Ystad’s Military History 
Museum shows objects from 
Ystad's military history and its 
development from the late 
18th to the 20th century.

Ystad Studios Visitor Center 
is a visitor center for film and 
fiction, which offers experi-
ences and learning in the 
world of film for visitors of 
all ages. Film environments 
from Kurt Wallander, Cirkus 
Imago and Vintergatan’s 
spaceship.

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

YSTAD'S  
MEDIEVAL  
TOWN CENTRE

23

22



19th century
Napoleon's Baltic 
blockade in the early 
19th century provided a 
major boost for trade 
through smuggling. The 
Norra promenaden was 
inaugurated in 1829 and 
the Grevebanen railway 
from Ystad to Malmö 
began to operate in 1874.  
In the 1890s, Ystad be-
came a garrison town. 

20th century 
The medieval town hall 
basement was redis-
covered and in 1936 the 
world exhibition “Fritid-
en” [leisure] took place.  
Ferry traffic to Bornholm and 
Poland began to operate from 
the mid-20th century. In 1991, 
Henning Mankell wrote his first 
book about the Ystad police 
officer, Kurt Wallander.

21st century 
Ystad Studios was inaugu-
rated in 2004 and 44 Wal-
lander films have been 
filmed in Ystad since 
then. Ystad Studios 
Visitor Center was in-
augurated in 2018.

St Knuts torg, Ystad
Telephone 0411-57 76 81

www.visitskane.com/southeast
www.visitskanesydost.se

www.ystad.se/turism

12th century
Ystad's first inhabitants were fishermen who settled 
here in the early 12th century. Herring fishing was the 
largest industry and remained so for several centuries.

13th century
St. Mary's Church was built in 
1200 and Ystad, or "Viistahta", 
was mentioned for the first time 
in written texts in 1244. The 
abbey was founded in 1267.

14th century 
The Hanseatic era charac-
terised Ystad, which be-
longed to the Swedish 
kingdom during certain 
periods. Margrethe I, 
Queen of Denmark, Nor-
way and Sweden, visited 
the town in 1387 and stayed 
in the abbey.

15th century
The Pilgränd House 
was built in 1480 and 
today it is Scandina-
via's oldest preserved 
half-timbered house. 
Stortorget square has 
four wells and a town 
hall with a beer hall in the basement.

16th century
The Reformation reached Ystad in 1532 and the 
Franciscan monks were expelled from the abbey. 
Ystad received a letter of privilege in 1599 and be-
came a harbour for the export of oxen.

17th century 
The oldest known map 
of Ystad was drawn 
around 1650. Ystad 
became a Swedish 
town in 1658 and in 
1692 the post ships be-

gan to sail to Stralsund. 
Ystad's long theatre tradition began here. 

18th century
Charles XII visits and 
stays in the city on 
several occasions. The 
Tower Guard watches 
over the city from the 
tower of St. Mary's 
Church and Ystad's 
military history also began at 
around this time.

YSTAD'S HISTORY
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Tips for more reading about Ystad's exciting history:
• ”Handbok över gamla Ystad” [Handbook of Old 
 Ystad]. Can be purchased at the Ystad Visitor 
 Centre and at the abbey. 
• The Ystad Sculpture Park's app and website about 
 public art in Ystad.

Read more!


